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C laud ia  Shne ider ' s  work  has  in t r i g r - red  n te  f rom the  f i r s t  n ro r r ren t  tha t  l saw
i t .  I  c a n  o n l y  g u e s s  a t  t h e  i n r p u l s e  t h a t  c l r i v e s  S h n e i d e r ' s  b r u s h  b L r t  h e r  i r r r a g e r y
s e e m s  t o  b e  a  b l e  n d i n g  o f  f e e l i n g s  a n d  t h o r " r g h t s  t l r a t  s h a p e s  i t s e l f  i n t o  i m a g e s  t h a t
a  re  thou  g  h t -p rovok in  g ,  sonr  e t i  mes  f r i vo lous ,  reco l  l ec t i ve ,  even  a  bsu  rd .

For  me ,  one  o f  the  mos t  i n te res t ing  aspec ts  o f  he r  works  i s  the  e f fec t  i t
p r o d L r c e s  o n  t h e  v i e w e r . A p p r o a c h i n g  a  w o r k  o n e  f i r r d s  a  f o r n r  t h a t  i s  v a g u e  l y
f a m i l i a r .  I n  a n  i n s t a n t ,  i f  a l l o w e c l ,  n r e m o r i e s ,  f e e l i n g s ,  h i s t o r i e s  l e a p  i n t o
r e r j t e r r b r a n c e  o r  r e n r a i n  l i n g e r i n g . A  s e n s a t i o n  o f  t h i n g s  o c c L l r r e d ,  o b s e r v e d ,  h e l d .
O f t e n  o n e  w a l k s  a w a y  w i t h  a  s n r i l e ,  h a v i n g  a c c e s s e d  s o n r e t l r i n g  d e e p  w i t h i n  t h e
r e c e s s e s  o f  o n e ' s  o w n  n r i n d ,  a n  u n e x p e c t e d  m e n t o r y  s t i r r i n g  a f r e s h .

S o m e  c o n f r o n t  t h e  w o r k ,  e x p e c t i n g  a n o t l r e r  a n a l y t i c a l  d i s c o u r r s e  i r r t o  a l l
t h a t  h a s  g o n e  w r o n g  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s e ,  s e e  a  j u g  a n d  w a t e r ,  r e a d  t h e  t i t l e
Juq  t t  Wutc r  and  leave  w i th  i r r i t a t ion ,  c l l sgus t .  Tha t  a r t  f ro r l  A f r i can  a r t i s t s  has
regressed  to  a  po i r r t  tha t  on ly  sca t t i r i g  soc io -po l i t i ca l  comr .nen ta ry  o r  exo t i c i sm i s
deemec l  va l id  i s  i ndeed  d isgLrs t ing .  These  a t t i t uc les  perhaps  a lso  s l t r i ng  f ron r  an
i r r i t a t i o n  t h a t  s o  n r a n y  o f  u s  s e e k  t o  f i n d  a  s i r l p l i c i t y  o f  f o n r  a n d  c o l o u r  t h a t  a t
t i m e s  r e m a i n s  u n a t t a i n a b l e  f o r  a l l  b u t  c h i l d r e n  a n d  t l r e  i n s a n e .  A  f e w  a r x o n g  L l s
do  t i i anage  to  reac l t  tha t  s ta te  t l roL rgh .  Shne ider  has .  Wl ren  I  l ook  a t  Shne ider ' s
w o r k ,  t h e  w o r k s  o f  t h e s e  a r t i s t s  s p r i n g  t o  n r i n d .  P i c a s s o ' s  l i n e  d r a w i n g s  i n  h i s  l a t e r
years  a re  exer rp la ry  fo r  the  ease  w i th  wh ic t r  h i s  sub jec t  mat te  r  was  conveyed  by  a
s ing le  l i ne  tha t  exLrded  a  fee l ing  o f  suprenre  co r r t ro l  and  r r ras te ry .  C laud ia ' s  fo rms
convey  th i s  ease  to  r t te  as  we l l :  no t  so  n ruch  a  con t ro l  o f  fo rn r  as  n rL rch  as  a  re lease
o f  i t  f r o m  a l l  a c a d e r i r i c  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n .  A  f o r m  r e l e a s e d  f r o n r  t h e  s t i f l i n c t
c o n s t r a i n t s  o f  p r o p o r t i o n ,  c o n t e x t ,  b a c k g r o u n d ,  r e a I i s t i c  c o l o L r r .

I  have  no t  a lways  connec ted  w i th  Shne ic le r ' s  sL rb jec t  r ra t te r .  I  f ee l  no
s h a m e  i n  t h i s  a s  I  l r a v e  s t i l l  b e e n  p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e  s y n r m e t r y  o f  t h e  f o r m s ,  t h e
haphazard  s t roke ,  the  resona t ing  co loLr r ,  n ruch  as  I  have  fe l t  i r r  f ron t  o f  a  Ro thko
pa in t ing .  I  l rave  e r r joyec l  the  phys io log ica l  e f fec t  o f  the  work  on  n ry  rn ind  and  body .
I  h a v e  g o n e  a w a y  f e e l i n g  I  h a d  " e x p e r i e n c e d "  t h e  w o r k  i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  w a y  t h a n
I  h a v e  o t h e r s  a n d  t h e r e  i s  n o  s h a m e  i n  t h a t  f o r  t h e  h u m a n  b r a i n  e x p e r i e n c e s  m a n y
t h i n g s  t h a t  c a n n o t  b e  f a t h o r r r e d  o r  a r t i c L r l a t e d ,  y e t  e x p e r i e n c e d  n o n e t h e l e s s .  T h i s  i s
no t  to  say  t l ra t  po l i t i ca l ,  soc io -economic  and  h is to r i ca l  i n f l u rences  canno t  be  t racec l
i n  t h e  n t u t s i r t g s  o f  S h n e i d e r ,  f o r  n o  l r u m a n  c a n  c l e n y  t h e  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t  w h i c h
i n f l r " r e n c e s  t h e n r .  I n d e e d ,  S h n e i d e r ' s  w o r k  c a n  b e  d e c e p t i v e  s o c i a l  c o m r l e n t a r y  a s
h e r  s t i l l - l i f e  o b j e c t s  b e c o m e  s i g n i f i e r s  f o r  a  v a r i e t y  o f  h L r m a n  r e l a t i o n s l r i p s .  A  C o k e
bo t t le  cou ld  b r ing  back  persona l  f r i vo lous  n renro r ies ,  ye t  i n  ten r rs  o f  h i s to ry  and
p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m s  i t  c o L r l d  s i g n i f y  t h e  c u l t u r a l  h e g e n r o n y  t h a t  t h e  U S A  s t i l l  e x u d e s  o n
nru rch  o f  the  Th i rd  Wor ld .

What  n takes  Shne ider ' s  work  d i f fe ren t  t l roL rgh  i s  tha t  o r re  i s  no t  i nL rnda ted
w i t h  s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  c o n r n r e n t a r y  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  f a m e  a n d  f o r t L r n e .  0 n e  g e t s  t h e
f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e  s t r u r g g l e s  o f  l o v e ,  h a t e  a n d  q u e s t i o n i n g  i n  t h e s e  i m a g e s  a r e  m o r e
p e r s o n a l  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  a  p e r s o n  w h o  h a s  l i v e d  i n  A f r i c a ,  w h o  i s  A f r i c a n .  0 n  t h e
o t h e r  h a n d ,  w h i l e  c u l t u r a l  a n a l y s i s  i s  m L r c h  n e e d e d  i n  t o d a y ' s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  e r r a n t
w o r l d ,  i s n ' t  i t  w o n d e r f u l  o n c e  i n  a  w h i l e  t o  w a l k  i n t o  a r r  e x h i b i t i o n  s p a c e  a n d  s e e
Juq  &  Wute r  and  seek  re fuge  f ro r r  i t  a l l  i n to  the  wonder  th ,a t  i s  l rL rmar r  re la t ions
a n d  s L r r r o L r n d i r r a s ?


